Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Darlin*
On the 22nd February, at 8 a.m., the deceased was quite con-
scious. The defendant came in and kissed her. They had some
conversation which I did not hear." That was about four hours
after she said to the nurse, " You do not think I am dying, do
you? I have everything to live for—my children and my hus-
band." Dr. Hincks arrived at 9.30 in the morning, and the
defendant came with him to the bedside, and the deceased died
exactly at ten in the morning. " I nest saw the defendant about
1 p.m. I was in the deceased's room after her death till about
1 p.m. I did not see the defendant before 1 p.m. At 9.30 a.m.
the deceased was unconscious."
Then she is re-examined and she says, <c After Sunday, 13th
February, the deceased never came downstairs, but took all her
meals in the bedroom and had nothing solid but the calf's-foot
jelly. The deceased used to take kettle broth and Benger's
food the last four days, because she was very anxious to get
better." That would be the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st. The
suggestion of the defence is that she took a fatal dose of poisou
before that—on the 16th about; and here is that woman, who they
suggest committed suicide, taking Benger's food and soda and milk
during the last four days, because she was very anxious to get
better. The prosecution on that say it is incredible that a woman
who was anxious to get better was bent on suicide and two days
before took a fatal dose of arsenic. " On Monday the deceased
sat up in bed to vomit. During the last four days of her life she
could not get out of bed." And then the witness said to me,
ee During the last four days she did not to my knowledge get out
of bed at all. I do not think she could have done it. I gave her
the utensil in bed. She was very ill. I do not think it possible
that after the 13th February the deceased could have got out of
bed and have got anything out of the cupboard over the fireplace;
and during the last four days she was weaker."
Now I come to Nurse Lloyd.      (Reads evidence.)      Now in
S
ursuance of what I said I will read the evidence of Dr. Hincks.
Reads notes of evidence.)
" After she came back from the asylum I saw no return of
the delusions, and her great anxiety always was to get better."
Yet it is suggested that it was at that time that she made up her
mind to commit suicide, and carried it into effect in a manner
which we have simply been left to guess at. "I was never spoken
to about her tendency to suicide. I did not from anything said
to me by her or any one or from anything I observed suspect her
of a desire to take her life. On the 17th February I saw the
deceased; she was in great pain. I gave her an injection of
morphia for the abdominal pain and for sleeplessness. She fre-
quently vomited. On the 18th she was worse, and losing flesh
tremendously. Her tongue got brown and dry, and sordes were
present; that is, the skin over the tongue which has come off and
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